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Biennial Report on RN 25 – Social Movements, 2019-2021
1. Name and Number of RN

Social Movements RN25
2. Names and email addresses of: 

a. outgoing Coordinators and board members (past term)

Katerina Vrablikova (kv327@bath.ac.uk)

Mattias Wahlström (mattias.wahlstrom@socav.gu.se)

Anton Törnberg, University of Gothenburg, anton.tornberg@gu.se
Elena Pavan, University of Trento, elena.pavan@unitn.it

Jiří Navrátil, Masaryk University, jiri.navratil@fss.muni.cz

Katrin Uba, Uppsala University, katrin.uba@statsvet.uu.se

Lorenzo Bosi, Scuola Normale Superiore, lorenzo.bosi@sns.it

Måns Lundstedt, Scuola Normale Superiore, robert.lundstedt@sns.it

Michael Briguglio, University of Malta, michael.briguglio@um.edu.mt

Nicholas Pohl, University of Lausanne, nicholas.pohl@unil.ch
Peter Cox, University of Chester, peter.cox@chester.ac.uk
Priska Daphi, University of Bielefeld, priska.daphi@uni-bielefeld.de

b. incoming Coordinators and board members (new term after this year’s conference)

Mattias Wahlström (mattias.wahlstrom@socav.gu.se)

Elena Pavan, University of Trento (elena.pavan@unitn.it)
Anton Törnberg, University of Gothenburg, anton.tornberg@gu.se

Daniel Platek, Lund University, dplatek21@gmail.com 

Katerina Vrablikova, University of Bath, kv327@bath.ac.uk 

Katrin Uba, Uppsala University, katrin.uba@statsvet.uu.se

Michael Briguglio, University of Malta, michael.briguglio@um.edu.mt 

Muliavka, Viktoriia, Graduate School for Social Research , Warsaw, viktoriia.muliavka.19@alumni.ucl.ac.uk 

Nicholas Pohl, University of Lausanne, nicholas.pohl@unil.ch 

Peter Cox, University of Chester, peter.cox@chester.ac.uk

Rune Ellefsen, University of Oslo, rune.ellefsen@jus.uio.no 

Vanessa Damiano, Univiersity of Barcelona, vanesa.damiano@gmail.com 
3. Activities:
Activities of RN25 in the past two-year term:
a) Organization of a midterm conference: As the main event, the RN organized a midterm-conference together with the ECPR standing group on Participation and Mobilization. It was originally planned to be organized in Tartu, Estonia, 27-29 May 2020. However, because of the pandemic we first postponed the conference to 7-9 October 2020, and then decided to move it online when we realized that the pandemic was not subsiding the way we had initially hoped. 
The call for papers attracted 59 proposals out of which 27 papers were presented at the conference. We also organized 10 mentoring sessions, at which PhD students were given the opportunity to discuss their work with two senior colleagues. At the conference there were altogether 40-50 participants. The online conference format worked surprisingly well; the quality of papers presented was high and the discussions were focused and constructive. The main drawback of the online format was the way it made informal socializing difficult, which we believe is especially problematic for junior scholars that do not already know many of their international colleagues. We did create random «breakout rooms» for informal conversations, but this could not fully compensate for physical co-presence.
b) Development of more formalized rules to manage the functioning of the RN: 
The RN25 board has clarified and formalized the procedures for nomination and election of coordinators and RN board members. The full procedures can be found in a linked document on the RN25 homepage. Decision about the new procedures were taken unanimously on a board meeting on 24 June 2021. Based on these new procedures, a call for candidates to the new board was sent out on 9 July. 
c) Organizing of activities at the ESA Conference in 2021: We organized 20 panels at the ESA 2021 online conference (twice as many as at the ESA Conference in Manchester in 2019) with the help of several RN members who acted as peer-reviewers, discussants and chairs for the sessions. We also organized three joint sessions on the climate movement together with RN12 Environmental Sociology. 
A call for papers was circulated among different mailing lists. We received 97 abstracts and accepted 77 for oral presentations. Chairs were chosen not only among board members but also among affiliates to widen participation and diversify discussions. The sessions were generally very well attended. We had been able to find designated session discussants for most of the sessions, which was very appreciated by the presenters. We therefore believe in this format for making the sessions as rewarding as possible. 
RN25 also co-organized one semiplenary session (Anne Mische and Paul Lichterman) together with RN20, with support from RN29 and RN32. We also co-organized a special session with Sherilyn McGregor and Carl Cassegård, together with RN12.

At the business meeting a new board was announced, based on the votes collected online from network members. See also board meeting notes.
d) Improving participation of PhD students and early career researchers: We have continued our work on encouraging participation of young scholars at the midterm conference with organization of the mentoring session for PhD students (see item (a) above). 10 PhD students sent in short reviews of their dissertation research projects and were paired with two senior scholars working on their topic that were selected from the keynote speakers, panel chairs and participants of the conference. 

e) International Cooperation and Inclusion of Non-European Researchers: Both events organized in the last two years (midterm conference as well as sessions at the ESA general conference) had a number of presenters from non-European countries. 

f) Improving Collaboration with other Research Networks: We have continued our collaboration with the European Consortium for Political Research’s standing group on participation and mobilization. 
g) Future activities: We will organize a midterm conference in Trento, Italy, June 15-17th 2022, titled Critical Margins: Politicizing the Crisis. The conference will be co-organized with the University of Trento and, as in the case of the previous mid-term conference, with the Standing Group of Participation and Mobilization of the European Consortium for Political Research (ECPR). The conference will present keynote speakers and panel chairs that focus on themes connected to the overall conference theme. The call for papers was published in December 2021. 
h) Plans and goals: The goal for the upcoming two-year term is to further develop of the RN as a crucial network for European and non-European scholars of social movements with a particular focus on its long-term maintenance. In order to do that, we will focus on: A) providing support to under-privileged groups of researchers by offering financial support, B) Further cooperation with other organizations and networks focused on social movements and protest, C) The maintenance and growth of the membership of the RN and a periodic communication with the members via the mail-list.
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