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Within the political economy academic community in Europe and beyond, CPERN has established itself
as one of the most central platforms for promoting and discussing critical political economy perspectives
and facilitating research aimed at understanding recent transformations of capitalism and capitalist
societies.

CPERN consists of a lively community of scholars and activists in Europe and beyond and currently
counts over 2.500 Facebook members, nearly 1500 followers on Twitter and over 1300 subscribers to its
mailing list. CPERN members can use the various social media channels for scholarly exchanges,
announcing new articles and books, as well as calls for papers, job openings, PhD positions or research
funding opportunities. The CPERN board seeks to keep the mailing list and Facebook postings as non-
intrusive as possible by ensuring that social media is exclusively used for and by CPERN members, rather
than commercial publishers or conference organisers.

In the period 2017-2019, the Critical Political Economy Research Network (CPERN) has organised a range
of successful conferences and panel sessions.

1. New CPERN Board 2019-2021

Coordinator: David J. Bailey, Senior Lecturer in Politics at the University of Birmingham, UK
Vice-coordinator: Yuliya Yurchenko, Senior Lecturer in Political Economy, University of Greenwich

Board Members:
Bernd Bonfert, PhD candidate, Radboud University/Roskilde University

Alona Lyasheva, Senior Lecturer in Sociology, Ukraine Catholic University
Owen Worth, Senior Lecturer, University of Limerick



2. Outgoing Board, 2017-2019

Coordinator: Angela Wigger, Associate Professor Global Political Economy, Radboud
University Nijmegen
Vice-coordinator: until October 2018: Phoebe Moore, Associate Professor of Political Economy

and Technology, University of Leicester
from October 2018 onwards: David Bailey, Senior Lecturer Political Science and
International Studies, Birmingham University

Treasurer: Anne Engelhardt, PhD Candidate, Kassel University

Communication: Caroline Metz, Postdoctoral Research Associate at the Sheffield Political
Economy Research Institute (SPERI)

3. Advisory Board 2017-2019

e Monica Clua Losada (The University of Texas Rio Grande Valley, USA)
e Bastiaan van Apeldoorn (VU University Amsterdam, the Netherlands)
e Dorothee Bohle (Central European University, Hungary)

e lan Bruff (University of Manchester, UK)

e Jan Drahokoupil (University of Mannheim, Germany)

e Eva Hartmann (University of Lausanne, Switzerland)

e Laura Horn (Roskilde University, Denmark)

e  Martijn Konings (University of Sydney, Australia)

e Phoebe V. Moore (University of Leicester)

e Magnus Ryner (Oxford Brookes University, UK)

e Susanne Soederberg (Queen’s University, Canada)

4. Activities 2017-2019

4.1 CPERN Mid-Term Workshop

CPERN organised the Mid-Term Workshop, titled “Gender, Race, Class and Ecology in and through
Critical Political Economy” from 1 to 2 June 2018, at the Universidade Nova de Lisboa, Portugal (see our
Call for Papers below). Our local co-organiser was the Instituto de Histdria Contemporanea (IHC), at the
Universidade Nova de Lisboa.

We received a total of 82 abstracts out of which we accepted 65 (and thus rejected 17). We organised
16 sessions. We had some last minute withdrawals, after which a total of 58 papers were presented.

In addition, we have organised a public event as part of the workshop, titled “Meeting the Protagonists
of Labour Struggles: Cross-fertilizing Strategies from Portugal and the UK”. The event entailed a public
discussion about current labour and social movement struggles against austerity measures and precarity
in the UK and Portugal, including activists from the port of Lisbon and LGBTQ struggles. The speakers
were Anténio Mariano (SEAL - dockers’ trade union of Portugal), Ricardo Noronha (IHC), Paula Gil
(Panteras Rosas), Caroline Metz and Tom Haines-Doran (UK UCU Strike). The event took place at the
Regueirdao dos Anjos 49, 1150-028 Lisbon.



Finance

We received 2.670.-- euros from the ESA: 2.000.-- euro consisted of the generic support, of the ESA 2018
grant and 670.-- euros from the RN membership fees (in 2016 there were 12 and in 2017 there were 55
new ESA members affiliated with RNO6, hence a total of 67).

The funding we had received from the ESA was transferred directly to the Kassel University (Anne
Engelhardt was the Treasurer, and in charge of administering the reimbursements). We have spent
66.21 euros on catering and 2603.79 euros to support the travelling and accommodation costs of
unemployed and precariously employed scholars that participated at the conference. The 2603.79 euro
were distributed among 6 precarious conference participants who applied for funding and sent us the
receipts. All receipts are stored at Kassel University.

There was no conference fee. Our local co-organisers took care of the conference venue and provided
bottled water in addition.

CPERN has a core policy of using the majority of its funding for travel subsidies for precariously
employed or unemployed participants (PHD students, or scholars from Central and Eastern, as well as
Southern Europe).






https://mail.bham.ac.uk/owa/redir.aspx?C=W3Vn2TMC2ciNKtI2sx0_tMyoTgVjusUwwR4gqbslTFpte6lbdznVCA..&URL=mailto%3acpern%40criticalpoliticaleconomy.net

4.2 Critical European Studies Workshop 2019

For the sixth time in a row, the Critical European Studies Workshop (CES) was held, a spin off of CPERN,
bringing together European scholars, students and activists working in the field of Critical European
Studies to discuss critical theoretical and empirical perspectives on the configuration of European
capitalism, the EU and political resistance. The 2019 Workshop was held at the Urban Library (Lviv,
Ukraine) from 10 to 11 May, and organised by Yuliya Yurchenko, Christakis Georgiou, Daniel Keil, Aliona
Lyasheva, and Ana Podvrsic (see the conference programme below).

Previous editions were held at the Olive Initiative (CEU, Budapest), the Goethe-Universitat in Frankfurt
(Germany 2017), University of Greenwich in London (UK 2016), at the Universitat Pompeu Fabra in
Barcelona (Spain 2015), and at the Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam (Netherlands 2014).

The CES workshops usually avoid the ‘usual’ conference structure with individual paper presentations
but foregrounds collective discussions instead on the basis of thematic block sessions, with each tabling
a core text that all participants will have read beforehand. Each of the sessions in the workshop starts
with a brief introduction, and six participants discussing and enhancing the perspectives developed in
that session’s core text from the angle of their own research/activism. This is followed by a mumble
where all participants share their ideas in small groups, after which the floor is opened for a plenary
discussion.

Over the past six years, the CES has received support from the Rosa Luxemburg Stiftung, the Arbeitskreis
kritische Europaforschung (AkE/AkG), as well as occasionally BISA-IPEG, the Greenwich University
Business School, the Transform! network or the Open Learning Initiative at the CEU.



https://cesworkshop.wordpress.com/
http://www.goethe-university-frankfurt.de/en?locale=en
http://www2.gre.ac.uk/
http://akg-online.org/aktuelles/critical-european-studies-workshop-barcelona
https://www.google.de/search?q=the+Vrije+Universiteit+Amsterdam&ie=utf-8&oe=utf-8&client=firefox-b&gfe_rd=cr&ei=XoFOWZqjEqyP8Qeb5ITICQ
https://www.rosalux.de/
https://www.google.de/search?q=Arbeitskreis+kritische+Europaforschung+%28AkE%2FAkG&ie=utf-8&oe=utf-8&client=firefox-b&gfe_rd=cr&ei=wYJOWcalGayP8Qeb5ITICQ
http://www.bisa-ipeg.org/
http://www.gre.ac.uk/business
http://www.gre.ac.uk/business
http://www.transform-network.net/
https://olive.ceu.edu/




4.3 ESA Biennial Conference 2019

The CPERN call for papers for the ESA Biennial Conference in Manchester, held from 20 to 23 August
2019, was sent out under the title (Digital) capitalism, trade wars and bubble economies: Reclaiming
critical political economy in dystopian times. See below the CfP. We received a total of 83 abstract
submissions. Eventually, not everyone paid the conference fee, leaving us 72 submission of which 21
withdrew. There were 14 sessions organised (including the Business Meeting). The sessions all included
four paper presentations, with the exception of one with three presenters and the Business Meeting.





https://www.europeansociology.org/conferences/esa-conference-2019-manchester-uk

In addition, CPERN also organized a semi-plenary with RN18, titled “Boundaries, Barriers and Belonging
in Digital Labour Capitalism” - with Phoebe Moore and Jamie Woodcock, held on Wednesday 21 August.
See below the titles and abstracts of the presentations.

Artificial Intelligence and Humans as Resource Digital Workerism: Tracing the Recomposition of
Phoebe Veronica Moore Workers’ Struggle in Digital Labour Capitalism
Leicester University, United Kingdom Jamie Woodcock

Interest in artificial intelligence (Al) has reached hyped levels University of Oxford, United Kingdom

simultaneous to concern for human intelligence, as we face | The rise of digital labour capitalism has become a key part of
seeming intractable social issues caused by decades of | contemporary debates on how work is changing, the future of
technological developments in human resources and algorithmic | work/ers, resistance, and organising. Workerism took up many
and surveillant management practices with accelerated | of these questions in the context of the factory — particularly
integration of the role of technology into workplaces, | through the Italian Operaismo — connecting the experience of
accompanied by shifts and experimentation in modes and | the workplace with a broader struggle against capitalism. There
relations of production. From the 1950s, humans have asked to | are, of course, many differences between those factories and
what extent humans should or can compare our minds to | the new digital workplaces in which many workers find
machines. Earlier views on Al, so-called ‘GOFAI, were | themselves today. However, the methods of workers’ inquiry
representationalist, where researchers considered domains of | and the theories of class composition remain a useful legacy
experience to be fixed and context-free, where principles that | from Operaismo, providing tools and a framework to make
determine behaviour are systematic. However, this line of | sense of and intervene within work today. However, these
reasoning relies on a transcendentalist ontology. This paper | require sharpening and updating in a digital context. This talk
argues that the flaws in Al research have been ontological, where | discusses the challenges and opportunities for a “digital
human’s bodies and affective labour have not been considered | workerism”, understood as both a method of research and
relevant for intelligence and work. How affective resources will be | organising. It takes the case study of Uber to discuss how
acknowledged within Al practices is yet to be seen. technology can be used against workers, as well as repurposed
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE: for_their strugs!es. By develo.p.ing anlanalysis of the technical,
social, and political recomposition taking place on the platform,
Phoebe V Moore is an Associate Professor in Political Economy | it is possible to move beyond determinist readings of
and Technology at the University of Leicester School of Business, | technology, to place different technologies within the social



https://www.europeansociology.org/abstract-submission-now-open

Division of Management and Organisation. Her research looks at
the impact of technology on work from a critical perspective.
Moore’s most recent book The Quantified Self in Precarity looks at
quantification through wearable tracking and algorithmic
decision-making as a set of management techniques, with

relations that are emerging. In particular, the talk focuses on
how these new forms of workers’ struggles can be circulated.
Through this, the talk argues for a “digital workerism” that
develops a critical understanding of how the workplace is
becoming a key site for the struggles of digital labour capitalism.

evidence of creative new controls of affective labour and various
forms of worker resistance to corporeal capitalism arising. In
2018-19, Moore published one report for the International Labour
Organisation (ILO) workers’ bureau, ACTRAV, and will publish one
further paper for the European Union agency for Safety and
Health (EU-OSHA) on the risks that digitalization and artificial
intelligence pose for workers. Previously, she was funded by the
British Academy / Leverhulme (2015-2017) to carry out a research
project looking at digital tracking in office work in the
Netherlands. Alongside her Associate Professorship, in Autumn
2018, Moore is carrying out a research fellowship at the WZB in
Berlin working closely with two research groups on artificial
intelligence and quantification at the Weizenbaum Institute.

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE:

Dr Jamie Woodcock is a researcher at the Oxford Internet
Institute, University of Oxford. He is the author of Marx at the
Arcade (Haymarket, 2019) about videogames, and Working The
Phones (Pluto, 2017), a study of a call centre in the UK — both
inspired by the workers' inquiry. His research focuses on labour,
work, the gig economy, platforms, resistance, organising, and
videogames. He is on the editorial board of Notes from Below
and Historical Materialism.

CPERN Website, Mailing list, Twitter and Facebook

CPERN thrives through its active and inspiring community of scholars and activists, collaborations with
other organisations and welcomes future cooperation with other ESA Research Networks. All the CPERN
activities are communicated through the website, mailing list, our Facebook page, or Twitter.

We currently count more than 2.500 Facebook members, more than 1000 followers on Twitter and
roughly 1.400 subscribers to our mailing list. CPCERN members can use the various social media channels
for scholarly exchanges, announcing new articles and books, as well as calls for papers, job openings,
PhD positions or research funding opportunities. The CPERN board seeks to keep the mailing list and
Facebook postings as non-intrusive as possible by ensuring that social media is exclusively used for and
by CPERN members, rather than commercial publishers or conference organisers.

Publications

CPERN has been portrayed in a publication of The European Sociologist (Issue 41, 2018) alongside other
ESA RNs. The publication is titled “The Critical Political Economy Research Network (CPERN) and its
Activities” and can be found here. We also liaised with Open Democracy regarding the possibility of
drafting a series of online pieces to coincide with the ESA conference and hopefully gain further publicity
about the work of CPERN and ESA. This resulted in a co-authored piece (Angela Wigger and David J.
Bailey) that was released during the Conference, in order to highlight the work that we discussed during
the conference and to draw attention to CPERN and the ESA. The article was titled, Studying capitalist
dystopias, and avenues for change, and can be found on the Open Democracy website.


https://criticalpoliticaleconomy.net/
http://www.jiscmail.ac.uk/lists/POLITICAL-ECONOMY-RN.html
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1395341100710919
https://twitter.com/CPERN06
https://www.europeansociologist.org/issue-41-metrics/rn-reports-%E2%80%93-rn06-critical-political-economy

