[image: image1.jpg], European
ES Sociological
_/ Association




Biennial Report of Research Networks – Some criteria
The ESA Executive Committee expects a written biennial Report of about two pages on the activities of each Research Network during the past two-year term. This report will be published on the ESA website, in the section of each RN. You are writing the history of your RN and the institutional memory with this report.

The report is due after each ESA Conference and includes the activities of your RN at that conference. It shall be sent no later than at the end of that year and should be sent to the ESA secretariat: esa (at) europeansociology.org.

There is no formal template, you are free how you want to design it. To facilitate preparing the report, please consider the following criteria:

1. Name and Number of RN

Sociology of Health and Illness RN16
2. Names and email addresses of: 

a. outgoing Coordinators and board members (past term):
Ellen Annandale, Coordinator ellen.annandale@york.ac.uk
Ana Patricia Hilario, Co-coordinator patriciahilario@gmail.com
Francesca Sirna, Secretary, francesca.sirna@gmail.com
Guido Giarelli, Relationships with other RNs and National Associations, giarelli@unicz.it
Trude Gjernes, Treasurer, trude.k.gjernes@nord.no
Lia Lombardi, Newsletter Editor, rosalia.lombardi@unimi.it
Maria Swiatkiewicz-Mosny, Mid-term conference chair, mariaswiatkiewiczmosny@gmail.com
Marta Gibin, PhD/ECR representative & Newsletter Co-editor, marta.gibin2@unibo.it

b. incoming Coordinators and board members (new term after this year’s conference)

Coordinator Guido Giarelli giarelli@unicz.it
Co-coordinator Sandra Racionera-Plaza sandraracionero@ub.edu
Board members:

Mario Cardano mario.cardano@unito.it
Catarina Delaunay catarinadelaunay@fcsh.unl.pt
Trude Gjernes trude.k.gjernes@nord.no
Linda Lombi linda.lombi@unicatt.it

Lydia Mehrara (ECR representative) lydia.mehrara@nord.no

Dino Numerato dino.numeratio@fsv.cuni.cz
3. Activities:
Please describe all relevant activities of your RN in the past two-year term:

a. Did you organise a mid-term conference? If yes, please provide the title, venue, date, organisers, number of papers and participants and overall assessment of the event. (Consult your midterm conference report which will not get published on the website.)
· ‘Health and health care in Europe: between inequalities and new opportunities’. Online conference hosted by Institute of Sociology, Jagiellonian University,  Kraków Poland. 17-19 February 2021. Organiser: Maria Swiatkiewicz-Mosny
18 sessions organizers sent their proposal for sessions 

128 registrations 
66 presentations 
2 keynote presentations (by Zofia Slonka and Piet Bracke) 

10 sessions + 2 joint sessions + 1 open session + 1 COVID session: 14 sessions in total 

1 poster session (but finally only two posters were presented)

38 from Italy, 32 from Poland; others from Austria, Luxemburg, Netherland, UK, Russian Federation, Israel, Czech Republic, Portugal, Spain, France, Estonia, Greece, Hungary, Germany, Switzerland.

b. Please report on your activities at the ESA Conference of this year: Number of sessions; how many presentations, how many distributed papers?
· 29 regular sessions, joint arrangements with 7 other RN (RN04, RN12, RN22, RN26, RN28, RN 32, RN35), resulting in individual 22 sessions. 
· 122 presentations in regular sessions. 
· We do not know what is meant by ‘distributed papers’ 

· A semi-plenary session, jointly with RN37 ‘Covid-19 in the City: Building Positive Futures’.
c. Did you establish a Newsletter of your RN? If so, how often is the Newsletter published; is it sent through the ESA RN website?
· Yes we established a newsletter. It was edited by Rosalia (Lia) Lombardi and Marta Gibin. We published two regular newsletters. We also published a newsletter special issue ‘The challenges of COVID-19: Global Health and Inequalities’, which contained 11 rapid response articles – editors: Lia Lombardi, Marta Gibin; Co-editors: Ellen Annandale, Ana Patricia Hilario, Maria Swiatkiewicz-Mosny. All newsletters were sent to RN16 members and hosted on the ESA RN website.

d. Does your RN have a website of its own, other than the space on the official ESA website?
No
c. Publications related to RN sessions and/or midterm meetings?
· Not to date. We had planned a special issue of Frontiers Sociology from our Midterm conference. But we have been unable to proceed due to lack of response to our emails to the ESA RN Chair about our budget (we wanted to include author processing fees in our budget).

f. Any action to be taken to improve participation of PhD students and early career researchers?
· An online PhD & ECR Workshop (20 November 2020) hosted by Institute of Sociology, Jagiellonian University, Kraków Poland. Organiser: RN16 member Anna Prokop.
· PhD/ECR representative Marta Gibin was a co-editor of the RN16 Newsletter.
· 15 papers were accepted, but only 5 applicants sent the required written article related to their PhD work and so only 5 took part in the Workshop. They were mentored by Guido Giarelli (RN16) and Zofia Słońska. The participants came from different parts of Europe and Switzerland (2 Italy; 1 Switzerland, 1 UK; 1 China). 

g. Any action to be taken to expand membership, especially from countries with overall weaker ESA membership? Also, are there members from outside Europe?
· RN16 members are located in 28 European countries. The majority country is Italy, followed by the UK, the Russian Federation and Spain. Nordic countries are not very well represented.  

· There are some members from outside of Europe: Australia (1), USA (2), Canada (1), Brazil (1), Taiwan (1)

· Future action: Communications with National Associations to raise interest in RN16. 
h. Any collaboration within ESA with other RNs? If so, please give details. Do you plan to improve collaboration across RNs?
· Joint sessions were organised with 7 RNs (RN04, RN12, RN22, RN26, RN28, RN32, RN35) for the Barcelona Conference. This resulted in 22 individual joint sessions on the conference programme.

· We had also arranged a joint session with RN33, though they withdrew their collaboration and the sessions were moved into the RN16 programme. We had arranged a joint session with RN09, but it did not go ahead due to lack of submissions. 
· We also organised a semi-plenary with RN37 (Urban sociology) ‘Covid-19 in the City: Building Positive Futures’.
i. Any action to be taken to improve opportunities for publication of papers presented at the RN meetings and sessions?
There is a plan to produce a special issue of Frontiers sociology (based on RN16 activities).

j. Any other important activities undertaken by your RN?
· collaboration of RN16 members in (led by Mario Cardano) in securing European Funds for the VAX.TRUST project. Pia Vuolanto is the PI of VAX.TRUST project. The proposal on a cross-comparative perspective in 7 countries was successful in obtaining EU funding. This is one example of how collaboration can work through the RN. 
· ii) Paper by the coordinators Ellen Annandale and Ana Patricia Hilário. (2020) ‘Together apart? Securing health amid health inequality during the COVID-19 outbreak in Europe’ published in ESA’s  Pandemic (Im)Possibilities, Dagmar Danko and David Inglis (eds) The European Sociologist, Issue 45 (1). 

k. Any plans for further activities of your RN?
The incoming board will plan the Midterm conference for 2022.
Confidential to the RN Council Chair and ESA’s RN Committee – not placed on the website:

Any comments and suggestions for future work, e.g. improving the collaboration of RN and ESA, policy recommendations or easier ways of organising the RN sessions at the next ESA Conference?
· We found it difficult to obtain clarity from ESA on use of the budget and how long the budget can be used for beyond the ESA conference 2021. Emails were unanswered for a very long time.
· The RN16 coordinators received a series of emails from other RNs petitioning the dismissal of ESA Director, Dagmar Danko. We found these emails worrisome as we had no information on the reasons for the dismissal but we were being urged to take a stance (we did not do so).

· There were a lot of problems with ESA’s database of members which made it difficult to communicate with RN members via the email list.

· Some RN16 members have asked us to report to the ESA that the timing of the ESA Conference was difficult as it coincide with the start of the new school year for children.
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